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and sailors of the fleet were ravaged by scurvy and fever,
caused by want of fresh water and food* Phipps, recognising
how impregnable seemed the city-fortress of Quebec against
all assaults, and how futile it was to hurl his weakened, disease-
stricken men against these iron rocks, set his sails for home,
and returned to Boston without accomplishing that great,
heroic feat which, in after years, a soldier mightier than he
was to achieve, giving his life as the price of victory.

At this point we must close our brief survey of the founda-
tion and development of the New England Colonies to take up
the story of the great fight with France in Canada, to which
these smaller actions, just recounted, were only the prelimi-
naries. In this fierce struggle the English colonists took a
share, though not so large a share, perhaps, as might have
been expected. But it was from the mother-country that the
men mostly came who, after many blunders, many tragedies,
and many shortcomings, wiped all this out by an infinite
valour and splendid heroism which wrested the Dominion of
Canada from the French foe, and secured the supremacy of the
Anglo-Saxon race in North America,